
Jonah 
 

What did the whale gain in the little transaction between him and Jonah?   The whale got all the prophet. 
What divine law did the whale obey when he swallowed Jonah? Jonah was a stranger and he took him in. 

 

 

Jonah was of Gath-hepher, in the tribe of Zebulun, in lower Galilee. He prophesied in the reigns of Jeroboam the 
Second, and Joash, kings of Israel.  As a prophet, it is likely that he had but this one mission. 

 
Jonah’s  Mission 
 
Jonah 1:1-2 
 
1Now the word of the LORD came unto Jonah the son of Amittai, saying,  
2Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry against it; for their wickedness is come up before me. 
 
Jonah’s Disobedience 
 
Jonah 1:3-5, 6, 8-9, 13-15 

 
3But Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish from the presence of the LORD, and went down to  
Joppa; and he found a ship going to Tarshish: so he paid the fare thereof, and went down into it,  
to go with them unto Tarshish from the presence of the LORD.  
4But the LORD sent out a great wind into the sea, and there was a mighty tempest in the sea, so that  
the ship was like to be broken.  
5Then the mariners were afraid, and cried every man unto his god, and cast forth the wares that were in  
the ship into the sea, to lighten it of them.  But Jonah was gone down into the sides of the ship; and he lay,  
and was fast asleep.  
 

 sin and disobedience to God will always take you down 
 
6So the shipmaster came to him, and said unto him, What meanest thou, O sleeper? arise, call upon thy 
God, if so be that God will think upon us, that we perish not.  
 
8Then said they unto him, Tell us, we pray thee, for whose cause this evil is upon us; What is thine 
occupation? and whence comest thou? what is thy country? and of what people art thou?  
9And he said unto them, I am an Hebrew; and I fear the LORD, the God of heaven, which hath made the 
sea and the dry land 
 
Jonah Cast Into The Sea 
 
13Nevertheless the men rowed hard to bring it to the land; but they could not: for the sea wrought,  
and was tempestuous against them.  
14Wherefore they cried unto the LORD, and said, We beseech thee, O LORD, we beseech thee, let us not  
perish for this man's life, and lay not upon us innocent blood: for thou, O LORD, hast done as it pleased  
thee.  
 

 As is often the case like the mariners of whom “everyman cried to his god” and “cast forth wares”, 
and” rowed hard” before they “cried unto the LORD” we to are guilty of putting our faith in the 
things of the world, our idols, and trusting in our own merits, relying on our own works and 
efforts to overcome instead of giving our problems to the LORD and relying on His Power, 
Wisdom and Mercy to deliver us from our times of trouble, whatever they may be. 

 
15So they took up Jonah, and cast him forth into the sea: and the sea ceased from her raging.  
 
 



Jonah And The Great Fish 
 
Jonah 1:17 
 
17Now the LORD had prepared a great fish to swallow up Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly of the fish  
three days and three nights.  
 
 
Jonah’s Prayer 
 
Jonah 2:1-10 

 
1Then Jonah prayed unto the LORD his God out of the fish's belly,  
2And said, I cried by reason of mine affliction unto the LORD, and he heard me; out of the belly of hell  
cried I, and thou heardest my voice.  
3For thou hadst cast me into the deep, in the midst of the seas; and the floods compassed me about: all  
thy billows and thy waves passed over me.  
4Then I said, I am cast out of thy sight; yet I will look again toward thy holy temple.  
5The waters compassed me about, even to the soul: the depth closed me round about, the weeds were  
wrapped about my head.  
6I went down to the bottoms of the mountains; the earth with her bars was about me for ever: yet hast  
thou brought up my life from corruption, O LORD my God.  
7When my soul fainted within me I remembered the LORD: and my prayer came in unto thee, into thine  
holy temple.  
8They that observe lying vanities forsake their own mercy.  
9But I will sacrifice unto thee with the voice of thanksgiving; I will pay that that I have vowed. Salvation is  
of the LORD.  
10And the LORD spake unto the fish, and it vomited out Jonah upon the dry land.  
 

 As Jonah’s prayer was heard in the belly of the great fish in the depths of the sea, so too can our 
prayers be heard from whatever “depths” we may find ourselves in, if we but ask in faith with the 
right heart and in the name of Jesus. 

 As sure way to know if we are praying in a right heart is if your prayer is 1)Biblical, 2)does it grow 
you spiritually?  3) Does it Glorify God, then we must rely on Gods will. 

 
 
Jonah:  A Type Of  Our Lord Jesus Christ’s Death, Burial, And Resurrection  
 
Matthew 12:40 
 
40For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale's belly; so shall the Son of man  
be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.  
 
 
Jonah’s Repentance and Obedience To God 
 
The order runs in the same words as before; and the same discouragements are presented to  
Jonah, taken from the greatness of the city, the number of its inhabitants, its being the  
metropolis of the Assyrian empire, and the seat of the greatest monarch on earth, to try his faith;  
but these had not the like effect as before; for he had now another spirit given him, not of fear,  
but of a sound mind; he considered he was sent by a greater King, and that more were they that  
were on his side than the inhabitants of this place, who might possibly be against him: 
 

 
2Timothy 1:7 For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound  
mind.  
 
 



Jonah 3: 1-4 
 
1And the word of the LORD came unto Jonah the second time, saying,  
2Arise, go unto Nineveh, that great city, and preach unto it the preaching that I bid thee.  
3So Jonah arose, and went unto Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was  
an exceeding great city of three days' journey.  
4And Jonah began to enter into the city a day's journey, and he cried, and said, Yet forty days,  
and Nineveh shall be overthrown.  
 
 
Nineveh’s Repentance 
 
Jonah 3:5-10 
 
5So the people of Nineveh believed God, and proclaimed a fast, and put on sackcloth, from the greatest  
of them even to the least of them.  
6For word came unto the king of Nineveh, and he arose from his throne, and he laid his robe from him,  
and covered him with sackcloth, and sat in ashes.  
7And he caused it to be proclaimed and published through Nineveh by the decree of the king and his  
nobles, saying, Let neither man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste any thing: let them not feed, nor drink  
water:  
8But let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and cry mightily unto God: yea, let them turn  
every one from his evil way, and from the violence that is in their hands.  
9Who can tell if God will turn and repent, and turn away from his fierce anger, that we perish not?  
10And God saw their works, that they turned from their evil way; and God repented of the evil, that he  
had said that he would do unto them; and he did it not.  
 
 
Jonah Displeased That Nineveh Repented 
 
Jonah 4:1-11 
 
1But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was very angry.  
2And he prayed unto the LORD, and said, I pray thee, O LORD, was not this my saying, when I was yet in  
my country? Therefore I fled before unto Tarshish: for I knew that thou art a gracious God, and merciful,  
slow to anger, and of great kindness, and repentest thee of the evil.  
3Therefore now, O LORD, take, I beseech thee, my life from me; for it is better for me to die than to live.  
4Then said the LORD, Doest thou well to be angry?  
5So Jonah went out of the city, and sat on the east side of the city, and there made him a booth, and sat  
under it in the shadow, till he might see what would become of the city.  
6And the LORD God prepared a gourd, and made it to come up over Jonah, that it might be a shadow  
over his head, to deliver him from his grief. So Jonah was exceeding glad of the gourd.  
7But God prepared a worm when the morning rose the next day, and it smote the gourd that it withered.  
8And it came to pass, when the sun did arise, that God prepared a vehement east wind; and the sun beat 
upon the head of Jonah, that he fainted, and wished in himself to die, and said, It is better for me to die 
than to live.  
9And God said to Jonah, Doest thou well to be angry for the gourd? And he said, I do well to be angry, 
even unto death.  
10Then said the LORD, Thou hast had pity on the gourd, for the which thou hast not laboured, neither 
madest it grow; which came up in a night, and perished in a night:  
11And should not I spare Nineveh, that great city, wherein are more than sixscore thousand persons that  
cannot discern between their right hand and their left hand; and also much cattle?  

 
How often God puts gourds into our lives to refresh us with their exquisite greenery, and to remind us of His thoughtful love! Our 
fretfulness and petulance are no barriers to His tender mercy. The withering of the gourd extorted bitter reproaches from the 
prophet who would have beheld the destruction of Nineveh without a tear. He did not realize that to God Nineveh was all, and much 
more, than the gourd was to him. – Meyer 



While it had pleased Jonah that God showed him mercy and forgiveness for his sin and disobedience, he 

was angry that God had showed the same mercy and forgiveness to Nineveh.  How often we as Christians 
are grateful for God’s mercy upon our lives and loved ones while at the same time not wanting mercy for 
our enemies and adversaries.  This ought not to be so, if we are to truly be followers of Christ.  We  
must be obedient to the whole counsel of our Lord Jesus Christ.  As our Father in heaven makes the sun to 
rise on the evil and the good, and sends the rain to the just and the unjust Matthew 5:45. So may His  
mercy fall upon all;  to the saved for the edification of His goodness and to the lost for a call to repentance  
and salvation. 
 
Luke 6:27-28 

 
27But I say unto you which hear, Love your enemies, do good to them which hate you,  
28Bless them that curse you, and pray for them which despitefully use you.  
 
 
JESUS SAVES 


